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famous victories, at Hondschdten and at Wattignies.1 But
these victories did not turn the balance of the war in favour
of France, though they led the way to it, and the military
policy of the Convention and of the Great Committee deserves
the minutest study, because it gives evidence of the con-
structive power of the first republican administrators as
opposed to the destructive faculty of the unpractical deputies
to the Constituent Assembly. The measures must be studied
which converted the patriotic republican mobs, which followed
Dumouriez, Custine, and Montesquiou into the superb armies
of Pichegru, Moreau, and Bonaparte, the growth of the military
spirit, as opposed to the republican, which caused the triumphs
of the Revolution to end in a military despotism, will later
be analysed. The history of the armies of France, of their
struggles, defeats, and victories, is the history of what is
noblest and most patriotic in France. It was towards the
frontiers that the eyes of every French man and French
woman were perpetually turned , news of defeats braced them
and news of victories encouraged them to bear all hardships,
and they submitted to the Eeign of Terror, under the con-
viction that it was necessary for the sake of the war against
the ring of foreign enemies, which hedged them round.

The Legislative Assembly had made no alterations in the
military system devised and put into operation by the Con-
stituent Assembly; it had no power to make organic changes
by the terms of the Constitution, and its military committee,
which contained many remarkable men, notably Carnot,
Lacombe Saint-Michel, Delmas, Lacroix, Lacu6e, Gasparin,
Perignon, and Prieur of the C6te-d'0r, could do nothing but
legislate in matters of detail2 The conduct of the war on
the frontiers in its first stages was left entirely to the generals
in command, under the general superintendence of the War
Office at Paris, where minister succeeded minister with
unusual rapidity during the summer months of 1792. The

1  Yol ii. chap vin  p. 255.

2  For the names of the members of this committee, see lung's
CrancS, vol  i. pp. 242, 243.
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